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To see a world in a grain of sand,

And a heaven in a wild flower,

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,

And eternity in an hour.
William Blake 1803
It is three years since Anne Marie van Sprang (1960, The Netherlands) had a one person show in Galerie de Witte Voet, but she has been in great demand during the past few years. Her exquisite porcelain sculptures have been exhibited in a number of prestigious locations including the Museum Beelden aan Zee in Scheveningen and the Biennale Internationale Création Contemporaine et Céramique at the Musee Magnelli, Vallauris, in France.

Most of her objects and drawings are tiny although they give the impression that, like William Blake’s “grain of sand”, they contain much more than their diminutive size initially suggests.  As with her previous work, her small figures often seem to be carrying, looking at or holding something. Van Sprang has worked mainly with porcelain for around 15 years and for her one-person exhibition at De Witte Voet she will not only be showing free standing pieces but has also partially altered the space in which she’s exhibiting. The left wall of the gallery has been painted a very pale pink - barely visible unless a piece of white paper is held up against it. Van Sprang’s delicate flowers stand out against this subtle backdrop, like precious, frozen memories. On the opposite wall she has constructed a wooden shelf, and in a work titled Catwalk 2008 has placed yet more of her tiny, compelling figures in a line, like virginal debutantes they are waiting for their moment of splendour. A word or a tiny coloured drawing interrupts the white procession.
In front of the window facing the street the artist has placed a fragile metal frame, with a glass surface around 120cm high, on which three slight figures stand. Titled Three Binoculars. It is as if they are curious characters in a novel, all trying to look through a pair of binoculars whilst, the artist says; “they are standing with their feet into a ‘puddle’ of paraffin”. They cannot move - so like the fictional words on a page, are destined to remain enmeshed in a story invented by their author.
Opposite, is a sculpture of a head hanging from the wall. Without clearly delineated eyes and a large gaping hole for an ear, this tender, thoughtful head seems to listen with infinite patience. In addition, Van Sprang will be showing a beautiful tiny porcelain sheep, as well as a larger piece made up of a porcelain pebble with a black foal tucked inside. Her work demands we pay close attention, forget the cumbersome clumsiness of our overgrown bodies and enter a Lilliputian world where nothing is quite as it seems. On a smaller graphite coloured table visitors can also see Van Sprang’s tiny porcelain manuscript, an imaginary collection of images and text, literally an ‘open book’ which the reader can fill with their own stories. 
Anne Marie van Sprang’s porcelain sculptures can also be seen at the Museum Beelden van Zee, Scheveningen until 16th January 2011 www.beeldenaanzee.nl 
For further information, see the artist’s website www.amvs.nl and www.galeriedewittevoet.nl
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